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1 . IN ACCORDANCE INSTRUCTIONS CONTAINED REFTEL, AMBASSADOR 
BRIEFED PRESIDENT MOUSSA TRAORE MAY 6 COONCERNING VICE 
PRESIDENT'S IMPENDING MEETING IN VIENNA WITH SOUTH AFRICAN 
PRIME MINISTER. 

2. IN ENSUING CONVERSATION. PRESIDENT SAID HE APPRECIATED 
AMERICAN EFFORT AND OUR DESIRE KEEP GOVERNMENT OF MALI IN 
FORMED. HE WAS SKEPTICAL, HOWEVER, THAT SOUTH AFRICA WOULD 
RESPOND POSITIVELY TO THE VICE PRESIDENT'S APPROACH. THE 
UNITED STATES, MALI, AND SOUTH AFRICA ALL HAD MULTIRACIAL 
SOCIETIES, HE SAID, BUT SOUTH AFRICA HAD A DIFFERENT OUT- 
LOOK AND REFUSED TO TAKE THE STEPS NECESSARY TO MAKE ITS 
SOCIETY WORK. HE DOUBTED THAT PRIME MINISTER VORSTER 
WOULD BE WILLING TO CHANGE HIS MENTALITY COMPLETELY, AS 
WOULD BE REQUIRED. 

3. MALI, PRESIDENT TRAORE SAID, HAD NO INTEREST IN 
SOUTHERN AFRICA EXCEPT TO SEE THE RESTORATION OF THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BAMAKO 01893 071001Z 

DIGNITY OF MAN, AND DID NOT THINK MALI COULD HAVE ANY 
EFFECT ON THE SITUATION. APARTHEID WAS DEGRADING, AND 
THE FACT THAT NAMIBIA WAS STILL A COLONY DESPITE THE UN 
SECURITY COUNCIL RESOLUTION WAS HUMILIATING. MALI MADE 
A CAREFUL DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE ILLEGAL REGIMES OF 
RHODESIA AND NAMIBIA AND THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF SOUTH 
AFRICA, BUT IT WANTED RAPID CHANGE IN ALL THREE. MALI 
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SUPPORTED THE IDEA OF A DIALOUGE WITH SOUTH AFRICA BUT 
ONLY ON CONDITION THAT THE SOUTH AFRICANS CONSIDERED 
THEIR INTERLOCUTORS AS EQUALS. 

4. UNLIKE MALI, THE PRESIDENT SAID, THE UNITED STATES 

WAS A GREAT POWER AND HAD MANY MEANS OF INFLUENCING SOUTH 
AFRICA. IN 1972, TRAORE COMMENTED, BECAUSE OF FRANCE'S 
GOOD RECORD OF DECOLONIZATION IN AFRICA HE HAD URGED 
PRESIDENT POMPIDOU TO GET PORTUGAL TO FREE ITS AFRICAN 
COLONIES, FOR OTHERWISE THERE WOULD BE BLOODSHED.FRANCE 
HAD DEMURRED, AND THE PREDICTED BLOODSHED HAD FOLLOWED. 

5. VIOLENCE WAS NO SOLUTION, MALIAN PRESIDENT SAID, BUT IF 
BLACKS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA CONCLUDED VIOLENCE WAS ONLY ROUTE 
LEFT OPEN TO THEM, THERE WOULD BE WIDESPREAD GUERRILLA WAR, 
MUCH KILLING, BIG-POWER INVOLVEMENT. WAR AND VIOLENCE 
WERE TO BE AVOIDED. THE UNITES STATES HAD THE MEANS. 

6. AMBASSADOR EXPLAINED AT VARIOUS POINTS THAT SERIOUS 
AMERICAN EFFORT WAS DESIGNED TO DO JUST THAT AND THAT UNITED 
STATES HAD DEEP COMMITMENT TO PEACEFUL CHANGE IN SOUTHERN 
AFRICA. 

7. WHILE HIS CONTINUING SKEPTICISM CONCERNING SOUTH AFRICAN 
RESPONSIVENESS WAS VERY EVIDENT, PRESIDENT TRAORE AGAIN 
EXPRESSED APPRECIATION FOR AMERICAN UNDERTAKING AND 
VOICED HOPE FOR FAVORABLE RESULTS FROM VIENNA MEETING. 
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